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September 9, 2002 

The Honorable Anne Patteraon 
Ambassador 

US Embassy Bogota 

FAX: 011-571-315-2197 
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Dear Ambassador Patterson: 


Tam writing to follow up on your letter of July 24, 2001, which responded to may leter of Fuly 14, 
2001, concentiiiig’ the Santo Domingo masssere of December 12, 1998, 


In my July 14* letter, I asked about the role of the Airscan plane. You replied that “we will know 
more when videotapes taken by the aircraft are examined by forensic specialists.” Who 
conducted the forensic examination, when was it done, and what was the result? 


You wrote that you received a request from the Colombian Procurador for information on the 
whereabouts of the three Americans on board the aircraft, but that you could only release that 
information if requested by a Colombian “law enforcement agency” in the context of a criminal 
investigation. Is that truc regardless of the source of your information conceming their 
whereabouts? Has the Embassy made any atterspt to obtain the names of the Americans from 

_ Ajirscan, or from any other source? For what purpose was the Procurador requesting the 
information? Does the exercise of the Procurador’s “broad disciplinary authority” constitute 2 
“secondary purpose” under U.S. law? 


You indicated that you could release information about the Americans if there is “same suspicion 
that [they] engaged in some criminal activity.” Does U.S. law bar the release of information 
conceruing the whereabouts or activities of an American who is a witness to suspected criminal 
activity, which if proven could constitute murder or attempted murder? 


What efforts have U.S. officials made to locate and interview the Americans about their role in 
this incident? 
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Based on inforriation I have received, there has been no significant progress in thie ease sinoé 

: July 24°. This coucerns me greatly, as the Administration begins to provide training and 
equipment to the 18 Brigade in Araucs. Members of the 18° Brigade allegedly planned the 
and tried to cover up the crime. I would appreciate an update on the status of this case. 
Thank you for your assistance. 


Sincerely, 
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